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	Evidence of Article Reliability:   Do any of the following questions raise red flags that prompt further investigation?

	

	Expertise of author(s) 
      Does the author(s) have expertise in the field of study that the article is about?
      Can you contact the author?
      Have other experts in the field referenced this author in their work?

	

	Bias
      Does the author or the organization have an agenda? 
      Could the author’s funding be influencing the information that’s being shared?
      Is the article seeking to inform or entertain or to spread an agenda?
      Is the article trying to sell something?

	

	Language
        Is the language use full of emotion, exclamation points, or jargon?
        Is the headline sensationalized?  An over simplification?  An exaggeration?

	
	Evidence
       Does the article present real evidence or just testimonials?
       Does it present information that is described as proprietary or secret?  
                 If so, scientists may not have reviewed it either.
       Is there mention of a conspiracy?  

	
	Reasoning
  If the article is presenting an argument for or against the views of another, consider whether logical fallacies are being used.  These are examples of some errors in reasoning that invalidate conclusions.

	
	
	Mudslinging?  Does the article attack the integrity of people rather than evaluating the data?

	
	
	Cherry Picking?  Are conclusions drawn from only some of the evidence, while other evidence is ignored?

	
	
	Is the article an oversimplification of what is really happening?  A sweeping generalization?

	
	
	Strawman argument:  Is someone attacking a position that their opponent doesn’t really hold?  

	
	
	Is something presented as an “either/or” situation when there are really more options to consider?  

	
	
	Does the article begin with a seemingly harmless point that escalates to an improbable extreme?
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Use the following outline to evaluate each of the articles that you are reviewing for your Curation assignment:
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