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Rotting Apple
Four friends argued about why an apple on the ground 
eventually rots away and disappears. This is what they 
said:

Anna: “I think it is just something that  
 happens over time.”

Selma:  “I think small organisms use it for energy and building material.”

Felicia: “I think the atoms and molecules in the apple just break apart.”

Logan: “I think wind and water soften it, and it dissolves into the soil.”

Eli: “I think water and air rot it, then small animals come and eat the rest.”

Jack: “I think it gets old and breaks apart into pieces too small to see.”

Which student do you most agree with? _________________________

Describe your thinking. Provide an explanation for your answer.

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Copyright © 2014 NSTA. All rights reserved. For more information, go to www.nsta.org/permissions. 
TO PURCHASE THIS BOOK, please visit https://my.nsta.org/resource/2631


	Name: 
	Date: 
	Explain: 
	Which student?: 


